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Parents reading aloud to their children results in children’s increased 
vocabulary, knowledge of print, language acquisition, and early reading 
performance. 
Also, young children who are read to in the home consistently develop oral 
language skills earlier than children who are not. 
Dialogic reading expands upon the concept of parents reading to their 
children by encouraging parents to invite their children in to share in the 
reading process; therefore, encouraging children to be active participants 





Parents reading to and sharing books with their children results in 
many benefits for children including:
• An opportunity to strengthen relationships
• Improved speech skills
• Increased academic achievement
• An understanding of pre-reading skills
• Encouraging children’s love of reading
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The “PEER” Sequence (for toddlers)
P = Prompt (e.g., “What is that in the tree?”)
E = Evaluate (e.g., “That’s right!”; “It’s a kind of bird.  It’s called an owl.”) 
E = Expand (e.g., “The owl is in the pine tree.”)




Types of Questions (for Pre-K)
“CROWD”
C = Completion prompt (e.g., “A is for _________.”)
R = Recall prompt (e.g., “Can you remember some of the things 
Gloria did at school?”)
O = Open-ended prompt (e.g., “What happens next in the 
story?”)
W = “Wh-” prompt (e.g., “How did they get out of the water?”)
D = Distancing prompt (e.g., “Where did we go swimming?”)
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Keeping It Fun at All Developmental Levels
• Be attentive and sensitive to the child’s level of interest during 
the reading session.
• Mix up the type of questions posed to the child.
• Mix straight reading with dialogic reading.





• Books may be modified to include words in more than one 
language; parents may also be encouraged to discuss vocabulary 
and print in more than one language.  
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How do parents share a book with a TODDLER? 
(Parents should:)
DAY 1: SHARE THE STORY
1. Begin by letting their child share what they see.
2. Then, point to different objects and ask their child what they are.
3. After their child answers, expand on their responses by adding more 
detail including information about color, shape, size, etc.
4.   Ask their child to repeat the parent’s response.




DAY 2: SHARE THE STORY AGAIN
1. Ask their child to again share what they see.
2. Then, again point to different objects and ask their child 
what they are. 
3. After their child answers, expand on their responses by 
adding descriptive words such as big, little, fat, thin, 
empty, full, light, heavy, few, many, etc.
4. Ask their child to repeat your response.
•OPTIONAL: Read the story to their child.
9
DAY 2: REVIEW AND CONNECT 
Parents should reread the story aloud. Ask their child questions before, during, 
and after reading to encourage their child’s attention and understanding. 
After Reading: Parents should choose a few pages to review and talk about the 
story and new words related to the story.
DAY 3: RETELL 
For children developing their beginning language skills (2 years old) Parents 
should retell the story to their child using simple language and asking their 
child to help label objects in the story or answer simple questions. 
Example: They went to the zoo and saw many different animals. Where did 




DAY 3: SHARE AND EXPAND YOUR DISCUSSION
1. Ask their child to again share what they see.
2. Ask their child questions about the pictures 
•OPTIONAL: Read the story again.
DAY 4: SHARE AND TEACH NEW WORDS
1. Ask their child to again share what they see.
2. Teach their child new words. 
•OPTIONAL: Read the story again.
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How to Actively Listen
• Use your body language to show you’re listening. For example, 
turning to look at your child and getting close to them.
• Watch your child’s facial expressions and body language. 
• Build on what your child is telling you and show your interest by 
saying things like “Tell me more.”
• Repeat or rephrase what your child has said from time to time. This 
lets your child know you’re listening and helps you check what your 
child is saying.




DAY 1: SHARE USING DARE (Encourage parents to:)
Discuss the book with their child and talk about what they 
see. 
Ask their child questions about the pictures.
Read the story to their child.
Encourage their child to connect the story to their lives.
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For children with developing language skills (3 - 4 years old) parents should 
ask their child what he or she sees, then expand on his or her response to 
encourage the use of new words or more detailed responses. 
Example: Child: “There’s a girl.” 
Parent: “That’s right. There is a girl looking at two big tigers. Can you say 
there is a girl looking at two big tigers?’” 
For children with advanced language skills (4 - 6 years old) parents should 
ask their child questions that encourage predictions about the story, 
characters, setting, problem, etc. They should encourage their child to look 
through the pictures to get ideas. Example: What do you think the story is 
about? Why? Who do you think the story is about? Read the story aloud 




DAY 2: REVIEW AND CONNECT
Reread the story to their child.
After Reading:
Parents should choose a few pages to review and talk 
about new words related to the story.
Ask their child questions to help them make connections 
between the story and their life. 
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For children with developing language skills (3 - 4 years old) parents 
should retell the story. Then, ask their child simple questions after their 
retelling. Parents should make sure to ask questions about the main 
ideas of the story such as: Who was the story about? Where did the 
story take place? What was the problem? 
For children with advanced language skills (4 - 6 years old) parents 
should ask their child to retell the story using the pages from the story 
for help. Parents should assist in the retelling if their child needs help 
remembering what happened. They should ask their child questions to 
help him or her make connections between the story and life.
Examples: Do you like to go to the zoo? Why? What would you like to 





• Ask their child to retell the story reviewing pages 
from the beginning. 
• Expand upon their child’s responses.
• Ask their child more questions to help them make 
connections between the story and their life. 
DAY 4 BUILD ON WHAT WAS READ
Discuss the story in another way (examples provided 
later in presentation).
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DAY 4 BUILD ON WHAT WAS READ 
For children with advanced language skills (4 - 6 years old) parents should 
review the main ideas of the story they have been sharing the past few days. 
They should ask their child to retell the story again or come up with a new 
ending for the story.
If parents have time, they can write their child’s retelling or new story down 
and have him or her draw pictures to go along. This activity is a great way to 
encourage children’s beginning reading skills. 
After they have written their child’s story down, they should read it back. 
Then, they can encourage their child to practice reading it with support. 
Many children are able to read their stories back using their memories. This 




ADDITIONAL THINGS PARENTS CAN DO
Follow me: Point to words as the child reads letting them 
understand that you read from left to right and top to bottom. 
This will help develop book awareness. 
Cover to cover: Talk about the cover, the author, and the 
illustrator before reading. Also flip through the story and discuss 
who they think the story is about (character), what the story is 
about (plot), and where the story takes place (setting). This will 
increase a sense of story (text structure). 
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Choosing Books for Dialogic Shared Reading 
You can read any type of book; however, there are certain things to 
consider. A good book for sharing and discussing with your child: 
For children developing their beginning language skills (2 - 3 years old) 
• Allows your child to interact (flaps, pop-up, etc.). 
• Has a simple yet interesting story. 
• Includes colorful photographs or illustrations. 
• Offers repetition or predictable story lines. 




Children with developing or advanced language skills (4 years & up) books should:
• Have detailed and varied illustrations (You want to make sure that there is a lot to 
talk about when looking at the pictures.) 
• Include a storyline or content that is interesting to their child.
• Include interesting language and new vocabulary (It is helpful if you choose a 
book that has new words for your child to learn. Informational text (based on real 
things) are great for children to learn new words and concepts. However, 
traditional picture book stories also provide wonderful opportunities to encourage 
vocabulary growth. 
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Benefits of Asking Questions 
Asking children questions while reading increases their understanding of 
the story or book being read. 
It also encourages wonderful opportunities to talk about books, model 
language, and teach vocabulary. 
Some more of the benefits include: 
Before Reading 
• Allows child to make connections with what they already know. 
• Helps to engage children in the reading experience. 





• Encourages children’s engagement with reading. 
• Allows parents to check understanding of what is being read. 
• Provides an opportunity to answer questions children have. 
• Offers opportunities to talk with children about their ideas. 
After Reading 
• Helps children make connections between their life and the book. 
• Provides parents insights into how their child thinks. 
• Ensures their child’s comprehension of the story or information being 
shared.
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Sample Questions for Any Story
Before Reading 
• What do you think the story is going to be about? 
• Where does the story take place? 
• Where is the title? 
During Reading 
• What is happening in the picture? 
• What has happened so far? 
• What do you think will happen next? 
• Make up your own questions about pictures and events as you read or 





• Who was in the story? 
• What was the problem in the story? 
• How was the problem solved? 
• Was your guess right? Why or why not? 
• What happened at the beginning of the story? Middle? 
End? 
• What was your favorite part of the story?
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Sample Questions for Informational Texts 
Many children who don’t want to sit and talk about a story are 
willing to share about and listen to an informational text being 
read aloud. Sharing informational texts helps increase children’s 
vocabulary, knowledge about different subject areas, and 
provides great opportunities to make connections between books 





• What do you think the book is about? 
• What do you know about _______ (topic of book)? 
• Where have you seen _______ (topic of book)? 
• What would you like to know about _______ (topic of book)?  
During Reading 
• What is a _______ (object in book)? 
• What does a _______ do? (object in book) 
• Where have you seen a _______? (object in book)  
• What are other examples of _______? (object in book) 
• Do you like _______? (object in book) Why or why not? 
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After Reading 
• What did you learn? 
• What questions do you have? 
• What pictures did you like? Why? 
• What new words did you learn? 




Informational Text Authors for Children Developing Language Skills (2 – 3 years 
old) 
• Donald Crews • Lois Ehlert 
• Tana Hoban • Jean Marzollo
• Anne Rockwell 
Informational Text Authors for Children with Developing and Advanced 
Language Skills 
(3 – 6 years old) 
• Susan Canizares • Elizabeth Carney 
• Nicola Davies • Allan Fowler 
• Steve Jenkins • Ann Morris 
• Anne Rockwell • Joan Sweeney
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Informational Book Publishers and Series for Young Children 
Capstone Press publishes wonderful books for children related to 
science, social studies, and math. They publish under a variety of 
different names including A+ Books, Pebble, and Pebble Plus.
Other Publishers that publish series of informational texts for young 
children include: 
• Gareth Stevens Publishing (Weekly Readers) 
• Usborne Publishing 




Getting Ready for the Common Core 
Schools across the country have standards that help teachers know what 
students need to know each year. By simply sharing books with their young 
child regularly, helps children gain many of the skills needed in 
kindergarten. 
Through sharing a book with their child parents can teach their child to: 
• Ask and answer questions about text. 
• Retell stories. 
• Name the author and illustrator of a story. 
• Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
• Listen to others and take turns speaking about texts . 
• Participate in an extended conversation. 
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Developing Children’s Language 
There are many fun and simple things parents can do to help their child 
develop language: 
Talk with their child all day long about anything and everything 
(increases vocabulary). 
Sing songs and listen to children’s music at home and in the car 
(provides opportunities for language expression and an enjoyment of 
language). 
Practice reciting nursery rhymes (helps develop phonemic awareness).





Imagine: Encourage children’s imagination by playing with puppets 
and playing make-believe (increases expressive language)
Retell stories (encourages children’s sense of story and receptive 
language skills). 
Talk math: Talk about pictures discussing things such as size, shape, 
cause/effect, and problem solving. 
Read, read, read, and read again: Repetition of stories helps 
develop beginning reading skills (emergent literacy).
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Beginning Reading Activities for Parents
• Go on a letter hunt. Parents help their children find words that begin with a 
chosen letter or sound before they read the story. 
• Ask children to think of a word or words that rhyme with a word from the story. 
• Look at the pictures and find all of the objects that begin with a certain sound. 
• Choose basic three letter words and have their child “sound them out”. 
• Read a sentence and ask their child to point to a word that you read based on its 
beginning sound. “Can you find the word _____?” 
• Ask what the first sound of a chosen word is and what other words begin with 
that sound. 
• Ask their child to tell you whenever they hear a word with that sound as you 
read. 




How did participating in the program affect your reading times 
with your child?
“It made us more conscious of making sure we fit reading in every day, even 
when we were super busy. It also helped us get ideas of what to talk to him 
about while reading. It became more reading "with" him rather than 
reading "at" him.”
“I have always had daily reading time with my child, but I think I take more 
time going through each page of the story after going through this 
program. I think I am more in tune with his comprehension of the story.” 
“We've enjoyed reading the books together and he has shown more 
interest in reading together overall.”
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Resources to Share with Parents
Dialogic training video (8 mins)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KW4KAFmWc04
Another example training video (8 mins)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZBwjlR6KKE
Another example training video for teachers and parents (9 mins)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6ZJRFwdF3c
Sample parent reading with toddler (3 mins)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2lsdOmWje0Q
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXmwfyxS1f8 (4 mins)




Free CROWD and PEER Bookmarks
https://iowareadingresearch.org/blog/dialogic-reading-having-
a-conversation-about-books
Dialogic Reading Free Bookmark
https://researchparent.com/dialogic-reading-cheat-sheet/
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Dialogic Training Examples for Teachers
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/dialogic-reading-effective-
way-read-aloud-young-children (22 mins)
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